
REPORT OF Strategic Manager - Resources
To: Community & Resources
Subject: Fencing to BMX Facility at Pollyfield, East-the-Water
Date: 3rd October 2018 Reference: C&R 15-10-18

PURPOSE OF REPORT:    

To Respond to the request from the Full Plans Committee to provide a report to the 
Community & Resources Committee on the security fencing to the BMX facility at Pollyfield, 
East-the-Water.

1. INTRODUCTION

By way of background, the following extract has been taken from the minutes of the Full 
Plans Committee in connection with the approval decision for the slope remediation work 
proposed to the BMX facility at Pollyfield.

“During the discussion Members acknowledged it was essential that the works to the 
BMX track and the bank be carried out as soon as  possible, but had concerns regarding 
the retrospective existing security fencing.  Members suggested that the application be 
separated, namely that a decision be made on the engineering works, with the fencing 
aspect being deferred or refused.  

Legal advice was given by the Senior Solicitor, who stated that Members must consider the 
application as a whole. If Members were to approve the application, the engineering works 
could be carried out as soon as possible, and the security fencing raised as a corporate 
issue with a report being presented at either Community & Resources Committee or Full 
Council.

It was proposed by Councillor Whittaker, seconded by Councillor Watson that the 
application be approved.

RESOLVED:

That the application be approved subject to the provision that a report with regard to 
the security fencing be presented at Community & Resources Committee and/or Full 
Council.

The following brief report summarises the background to the planning application and the 
decision to include the existing fencing on the site within the full planning application in 
order to obtain the retrospective consent required for these works.



2. REPORT

Following receipt of a grant from a local Ward Member, the BMX Club erected double 
entrance gates and the green security fencing to the perimeter of the track.

The fencing was erected to the perimeter of the track area which is leased from Torridge 
District Council by the Bideford BMX Club.

The fencing was installed in the interests of public safety to prevent unauthorised access to 
the track when the facility was not in formal use by the club. There were incidents of people 
using the track when the BMX club were not in attendance (a young boy had reportedly 
broken his arm) and the fencing was deemed necessary given the dangerous nature of the 
sport, especially if unsupervised. 

Previous civil engineering works to form the BMX Track now require further works to 
stabilise the banking to the southern slope of the track. These slope remediation works 
comprise engineering works that require a formal planning application. Part of this work will 
require the perimeter fencing to be taken down and re-erected on completion.

As part of the pre-application consultations it was identified that the fencing erected by the 
club was installed to a height that also required formal planning consent. It was therefore 
considered appropriate to include the fencing works within the overall application for the 
others engineering works required on the site.

Torridge District Council submitted the planning application, but The Bideford BMX Club 
have contributed to the costs involved in submitting the application to regularise the 
consents required.

3. IMPLICATIONS

N/A

4. CONCLUSIONS

N/A

5. RECOMMENDATIONS

N/A

SUPPORTING INFORMATION

Consultations: Ward Members and Officers were consulted as part of 
original proposals for the site and the subsequent planning 



application.
No further consultations have taken place for this report.

Contact Officer: Adrian Redwood

Background Papers: Planning Application Ref: 1/0577/2018/LA


